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admit the blood, are opened. But there are

finer, and more curious, provisions than these.

If we take any of the grand organs, as the

heart, or the brain, and examine it through all

its gradations of change in the embryo state, we

shall recognise it simple, at first, and gradually

developing, and assuming the peculiarities which

finally distinguish it So that it is affirmed, and

not without the support of a most curious series

of observations, that the human brain, in its

earlier stage, resembles that of a fish: as it is

developed, it resembles more the cerebral mass

of the reptile; in its increase, it is like that of

a bird, and slowly, and only after birth, does it

assume the proper form and consistence of the

human encephalon. But in all these changes

to whièh man* is subject, we nowhere see the

influence of the elements.,* or any other cause

than that it has been so predestined. And if,

passing over the thousand instances which might

be gathered from the intermediate parts of the

chain of animal existence, we take the lowest

link, and look to the metamorphosis of insects,

the conclusion will be the same.

For example, if we examine the larva of a

winged insect, we shall see the provisions for its

motion over the ground, in that condition, all

admirably supplied in the arrangement of its

muscles, and the distribution of its nervous

system. But if, anticipating its metamorphosis,
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