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operate according. to its proper function, pro

ducing light and colour.

"
The pain which we experience in the eye,

and the irritation from dust, are owing to a dis

tinct nerve from that of vision, and are conse

quent on the susceptibility of the surface to a

different kind of impression; of which more

presently. We should keep in mind the in

teresting fact, that when surgeons perform the

operation of couching, the point of the needle,

in passing through the outer coat of the eye,

gives a sensation of pricking, which is an exer

cise of the nerve of touch; but when the point

passes through the retina., which is the expanded

nerve of vision, and forms the internal coat of

the eye, the sensation that is produced is as of a

spark of fire. The nerve of vision is as insen

sible to touch a¬ the nerve of touch is to light.*

The extreme sensibility of the skin to the

slightest injury conveys to every one the notion

-that the pain must be the more severe the

deeper the wound. This is not the fact, nor

would it accord with the beneficent design

The views of the nervous system, which are shortly given
in the text, guided me in my original experiments made twenty
two years ago. They have been attributed to foreign physio

logists. The ignorance of what has been done in England,

may be, for strangers, an excuse for maintaining these opinions
as their own ; but the authors at home, who should have known

what has been taught in this country, are inexcusable when they
countenance these assuiii plions.
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