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which shines out every where. The sensibility

of the skin serves not only to give the sense

of touch, but it is a guard upon the deeper

parts; and as they cannot be reached except

through the skin, and we must suffer pain,

therefore, before they are injured, it would be

superfluous to bestow sensibility upon these

deeper parts. If the internal parts which act

in the motions of the body had possessed a

similar degree and kind of sensibility with the

skill, so far from serving any useful purpose,

this sensibility would have been a source of

inconvenience and continual pain in the com

mon exercise of the frame.

Surgeons have better opportunities of ad

vancing physiology than physicians, as they

become practically acquainted with the pheno

mena on which the science i founded. The

surgeon who has to perform an operation by

incision, when he has cut through the skin,

informs his patient that the greatest pain is over.

If, in the advanced stage of the operation, he

has to extend the incision of the skin, it is very

properly considered as a great awkwardness;

and this not only because it proves that he has

miscalculated what was necessary to the correct

performance of his operation, but because the

patient, bearing courageously the deeper inci

sions, cannot sustain the renewed cutting of the

skin, without giving token of severe pain.
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