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of animal bodies is simple and universal,

not-withstandingthe amazing diversity of forms

that meet the eye-and that this system not

only embraces all living creatures, but that it

has been continued from periods of great anti

quity, before the last revolution of the earth's

surface had been accomplished. The most

obvious appearances and the labours of the geo

logist give us reason to believe that the earth

has not always been in the state in which

it is now presented to us. Every substance

which we see is compound;. we nowhere obtain

the elements of things: the most solid materials

of the globe are formed of decompounded: and

reunited parts. Changes have been wrought on

the general surface, and the proofs of these

changes are as distinct as the furrows on a field

are indicative that the plough has passed over

it. The deeper parts of the. crust of the

earth and the animal remains imbedded, also

give proofs that in the course of these

revolu-tionsthere have been long periods or epochs.

In short, progressive changes, from the lowest to

the highest state of existence, of organization

and of enjoyment, point to the great truth that

there was a beginning.

When the geologist sees a succession of stra

tified rocks-the lowest simple, or perhaps che

mical; the strata above these, compound; and

others more conglomerated, or more distinctly
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