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90 DISTRIBUTION OF ANIMALS.

mdigenous animals of New Holland; the Kangaroo, the
Cola, the Ornithorhynchus, the Emu, and several others
that are found in no other country; how did they, leaving
the continent altogether, convey themselves to this their
appointed abode ? It is true the difficulty is not so great in
this last case, on account of the numerous islands interposed
between Malacca, Cochin-China, &c., and the North Coast
of New Holland, but then it is unaccountable, if the transit
of these animals was gradually effected by mnatural causes,
and following that of mankind from island to island, till they
reached the country to which their range is now limited,
that they should have left no remains of their race in the
countries and islands which they must have traversed in
their route; and those that would have accompanied man
would be a different tribe of animals, more fitted to minister
to his wants, so that with respect to these the difficulty still
remains—they could not have reached the country unless
under the guidance of Providence, and the same power that
accomplished their removal to that appointed for their resi-
dence, prevented their leaving any of their race in the
regions through which they passed.

There is only one supposition that will enable us to
account for the transport of these animals in a natural
way, which is this, that immediately subsequent to the
deluge, America and New Holland, and the various other
islands that are inhabited by peculiar animals, were once
connected with Asia and Africa, by the intervention of
lands that have since been submerged. Plato, in his Timeaeus,
relates a tradition concerning an island called Atlantis,
which he describes as bigger than Asia and Africa, situated
before the pillars of Hercules, which after an earthquake
was swallowed up by the sea. According to his statement,
this account was given by the Egyptian priests at Sais,
to Solon, the Athenian legislator. Catcott, in his history of
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