
MIGRATION OF LAND-CRABS.

taken by Daldorfl grew near the pool inhabited by these

fishes. He makes no mention, however, of their object in

these terrestrial excursions; but Dr. Virey observes that it

is for the sake of small Crustaceans, on which they feed.

I shall name only one more animal that migrates for the

great purpose of reproduction, and this is not the least

interesting of them; and, though it does not furnish . so

large a supply of food to the countries it passes through, as

the migratory fishes, still it is useful in that respect: the

animal I allude to is the land-crab.

Several, indeed, of. the crabs forsake the waters for a

time, and return to them to cast their spawn; but the most

celebrated of all is that known by the above appellation,

and alluded to by Dr. Paley, under the name of the violet

crab, and which is called by French the tourlourou.* These

crabs are natives of the West Indies and South America.

In May and June, when the rainy season takes place, their

instinct impels them to seek the sea, that they may fulfil

the great. law of their Creator, and. cast their spawn.

They descend the mountains, which are their usual abode,

in such numbers, that the roads and woods are covered with

them. They feel an impulse so to steer their course, that

they may travel by the easiest descent, and arrive most

readily at the sea, the great object at which they aim They

resemble a vast army marching in battle array, without

breaking their ranks, following always a right line; they

scale the houses, and surmount every other obstacle that

lies in their way. They sometimes even get into the houses,

making a noise like that of rats, and when they enter the

gardens they commit great devastations, destroying all their

produce with their claws. They are said to halt twice every

day, and to travel chiefly in the night. Arrived at the sea

shore, they are there reported to bathe three or four dil-

* Gecarcinus ca.rnifex.
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