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the surface of the sea, in calm days, at so small a distance
from the vessel in which he was sailing, that though he
could not catch one, he could observe all their manceuvres ;
he further says, that they employ their dilated tentacle
sometimes as a sail and sometimes as an oar.

When we consider how many instances are upon record
of Molluscans being fitted with organs that enable them
to catch the wind and sail on the surface of the sea,* there
is nothing contradictory either to analogy or probability
that the argonaut should do the same, especially when we
consider how universally this idea has prevailed, from the
time, at least, of Pliny and Oppian, both of whom
describe its sails with sufficient accuracy. Aristotle also
speaks of his polype, which is evidently a cephalopod, as
a sailov by nature: he says, that when it rises from the
deep it is in a subverted shell, rendering that action more
ezsy and keeping the shell empty, but that when arrived
at the surface it reverses it ; that it spreads its sail to the
wind, and when that blows, letting down its two cirri, one
on each side, uses them to steer with.

Upon comparing the animal of the nautilus with that of
the argonaut, it appears evident, though the gills of the
latter seem not to have been examined, that they belong to
different Orders, at least, every probability rests on that
side; yet everything speaks the relationship of the latter to
the octopus, and therefore they would properly form a
section of the dibranchiata of Mr. Owen. In fact, the
oral organs of the former are so widely different from
those of the Order just mentioned, that one would almost
expect another to connect them. This probably lies dor-
mant amongst the fossil ammonites, the shells of many of
which, though consisting of many chambers, are evidently
intermediate between the nautilus and argonaut.

* See above, p. 254.
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