
84 FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS.

this opinion, with respect to the oral organs, by considering
the mandibles of the spider as analogous to the poison-fang
which arms the second pair of auxiliary feet of the Sco

kpendra.
I feel, however, rather inclined to adopt the opinion of

the former learned entomologist, from the consideration of

an .Arac1nidan, which seems evidently to lead towards the

Hexapods. The animal I allude to is one of ancient fame,

.of which, once for all, I shall here give the history.
.1ian relates that a certain district of Ethiopia was

deserted by its inhabitants in consequence of the appear
ance of incredible numbers of scorpions, and of those

Fhalngian which are denominated Tetragnatita, or having
four jaws: an event mentioned also by Diodorus Siculus

and Strabo.* Pliny likewise alludes to this event, but

calls the last animal Solpuga,t a name which, in another

place, he says was used by Oicero to designate a venomous

kind of ant.

The epithet Tetraqnatlth, applied by lian, &c., to the

animal which, in conjunction with the scorpion, expelled
the Ethiopians, as just stated, from the district they
inhabited, seems clearly to point to the Solpuga of Fabri

cius; for any person, not skilled in natural science, would,

when be saw the expanded forceps of their mandibles, pro
nounce that they had four jaws; § and the animals of

this genus, in their general form and aspect, exhibit no

small resemblance to an ant, so that it is not wonderful

that Pliny should regard them as a kind of venomous ant.

It seems, therefore, almost certain that the ancient and
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