
288 FUNCTIONS AND INSTINCTS.

Ventral fins attached under the abdomen and behind the

pectoral. Here, as we ascend, we meet with the prat,* the

lierring,t the 1uz$sar, the 8ainwn, the anableps, the roacli,IJ

tench[ and carp.**
Order 4. (Cuv. 1.)-The Acant1iopterygian, or spiny

rayed Fishes. First rays of the dorsal fin, or of the first
dorsal fin, spiny, or dorsal spines in the place of dorsal fln8.
Under this vast Order are arranged an infinity of families

and genera, which Ouvier seems to lament that he was

obliged to leave togetber.tf The tobacco pe-fls1i the

rasor-fish, the the l11re-flsh,f the To1m

.Dory,*t the swordfish,* the nac1carel,* the gurnard,*lJ
the ullet;*f and the perch,*** are amongst those that

belong to this Order.

It is impossible to consider the Orders of Fishes as we

have done those of Insects, and give any satisfactory ac

count of the functions and instincts of the several families

and tribes that compose them. We cannot dip beneath

the waves, to visit the depths of the ocean, that we may

investigate their manners and history, but, doubtless, we

may conclude, that the same Wisdom, Power, and. Good

ness, which we find so visibly manifested in the structure

and operations of all the animals that are under our eyes
and. inspection, have equal place, and are equally con

spicuous, when brought into view, in the marine and other
*

Clupea Sprattu.
Doras. Callicthys.

II Cyprinus Rutilus.
' C. Carplo.

FMtularia.

III Lophius. Maithus, Batrachus.

*t Zeus Faber.

Scomber Scombrus.

Mullus.




t C. Harengus.

§ Salmo.

& C. Thica.

ti Règne Anim. ii. 131.

§ Coryphna.
&I Callionymus Lyra.

Xiphias.
*11 Trigla Gurnardus.

Perca.
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