
THE RAT-HARE. 373

the old world, the chain of Altaic Mountains, extending
from Siberia tot he confines of Asia and Kamtschatka,* they
never appear in the plains, or in places exposed to

observation; but always select the rudest and most ele

vated spots, and often the centre of the most gloomy, and at

the same time humid forests, where the herbage is fresh and

abundant. They generally hollow out their burrows

between the stones and in the clefts of the rocks, and

sometimes in the holes of trees. Sometimes they live in

solitude and sometimes in small societies, according to the

nature of the mountains they inhabit.

About the middle of the month of August these little

animals collect with admirable precaution their winter's

provender, which is formed of select herbs, which they bring
near their habitation and spread out to dry like hay. In

September, they form heaps or stacks of the fodder they
have collected under the rocks or in other places sheltered

from the rain or snow. Where many of them have laboured.

together, their stacks are sometimes as high as a man, and

more than eight feet in diameter. A subterranean gallery
leads from the burrow, below the mass of hay, so that neither

frost nor snow can intercept their communication with it.

Pallas had the patience to examine their provision of hay

piece by piece, and found it to consist chiefly of the choicest

grasses, and the sweetest herbs, all cut when most vigorous,
and dried so slowly as to form a green and. succulent fodder;

he found in it scarcely any ears, or blossoms, or hard and

woody stems, but some mixture of bitter herbs, probably
useful to render the rest more wholesome. These stacks of

excellent forage are sought out by the sable-hunters to

feed. their harassed horses, and the (Jakutes) natives of

that part of Siberia, pilfer them, if I may so call it, for the

* Mr. Dames Barrington presented to the Royal Society an animal

resembling the Pika found in Scotland, but probably a different species.
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