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the subject has been carefully investigated. It

would be quite foreign to our present purpose

to enter here into details; we shall therefore

merely state, that the arguments in favour of

the probability of a central heat, are-" first,

the experiments made in mines, which, notwith

standing their liability to error from various

sources, still seem to show, particularly those

made in the rock itself, an increase of tempera

ture from the surface downwards ;-secondly,

the existence of thermal springs, which are not

only abundant among active and extinct vol

canoes, but also among all varieties of rocks in

various parts of the world;-thirdly, the exist

ence of volcanoes themselves, which are dis

tributed over the globe, and present such a

general resemblance to each other, that they

may be considered as produced by a common

cause, and that cause, probably, deep-seated;

and lastly, the terrestrial temperature at com

paratively small depths, which does not coin

cide with the mean temperature of the air

above it."*

Such is an abstract of the principal argu

ments which have been brought forward in sup

port of the opinion, that within our earth, even

at the present time, there exists a central heat of

great intensity. As corroborative of the same

* Dc Ia Beche's Geological Manual, p. 24, new edit.
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