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304 METEOROLOGY.

they are in the immediate neighbourhood of
each other. Thus, as we have already noticed,
the disturbance of the equilibrium of the vapour,
may be to such an extent, in some portion of the
mixed atmosphere; that the surrounding vapour,
urged to move by its tendency to restore the
equilibrium, may occasionally be supposed to
drag with it the air and the clouds, and thus to
produce local currents. For instance, let us
imagine a mass of warm and almost perfectly
dry air, to be brought into the neighbourhood of
another mass of air of precisely the same tem-
perature, but saturated with vapour. The two
masses of air, from being of the same tempe-
rature, would, as air, have no tendency to inter-
mingle. But as being portions of a mixed atmo-
sphere of vapour and air, the dryer air would
be, as it were, a vacuum, towards which the
vapour from the moist air would have a ten-
dency to flow, till both masses of air became
equally moist. In such a case, the motion of
the vapour might be supposed to cause more or
less of motion in the air, while a momentary
cloud would probably be formed ; which cloud
would be dissipated when the equilibrium was
restored. In this way, it is likely that some
of the minor motions of the atmosphere are
produced.

The motions of wvisitble vapour, or clouds, are
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