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pleasant smell. About the same time, there

were, in Calabria and in Iceland, terrible earth

quakes, accompanied by volcanic eruptions.

These earthquakes and eruptions were supposed

to have been connected with the haze. Indeed

it has been generally remarked, that such a con

dition of the atmosphere has been usually pre

ceded by an earthquake, either in the same or

in some adjoining country. The dispersion of

this haze in the summer of 1783 was attended

by severe thunder storms. As might be ex

pected, the general state of health has, for the

most part, been deranged during the continu

ance of these phenomena. Simultaneously there

have been epidemic diseases of various kinds.

Thus, in the above mentioned years, 1782 and

1783, an epidemic catarrh, or influenza, pre

vailed throughout Europe; affecting not only

mankind but likewise other animals.*

The nature of the matter thus diffused through

the atmosphere is quite unknown. It may, at

different times, be not less various than the cha

racter of the epidemics to which it gives origin.

As an example of the extraordinary effects which

foreign bodies, when diffused through the atmo

sphere, are capable of producing, we may mention

those produced by Selenium when, in combina

tion with hydrogen, it is diffused as a gas through

* See article Influenza, in the Encyclopedia of Practical

Medicine.
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