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nearly altogether from his works. Consequently,

whoever has most studied His works, will be the

best qualified-nay, will be alone qualified, to

form an adequate conception of Him. Thus,

to measure, to weigh, to estimate, to deduce,

may be considered as the noblest privileges

enjoyed by man; for only by these operations,

is he enabled to follow the footsteps of his Maker,

and to trace His great designs. Instructed

by these operations, he sees and appreciates the

wisdom and the power, the justice and the bene

volence, that reign throughout creation: he no

longer gazes on the sky with stupid wonder; nor

dreads the thunderbolt, as manifesting the wrath

of a vengeful Deity.

The constituents of climate, even imperfectly

as they can be understood by us, are seen to be

adjusted and arranged in a manner so surprising;

that to those who admit the existence of design,

they require only to be stated and apprehended,

in order to their being received as additional

proofs of that great argument. Where all are

great, and splendid, and good, selection is pre

cluded: but the circumstances accompanying

the distribution of water over this globe, more

perhaps than any other, arrest our notice as

indicative of design. Leaving out of view the

other properties of water; on what other sup

position, besides that of design, can we account

for all these astonishing properties, on which de-
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