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diminished magnitude. The two kingdoms of
nature therefore are beautifully analogous; for
the gregarious grasses, which, as we before ob-
served, form so marked a feature in the vege-
tation of temperate climates, constitute in one
shape or other the principal food of the grega-
rious tribes of animals. Thus the whole cattle
tribe—The O, the Sheep, the Goat; the dif-
ferent varieties of Deer; the Rabbit and Hare;
also the Horse and the Ass; with a multitude of
other well-known animals, of a similar character,
are natives chiefly of temperate climates; and
obtain their nourishment almost entirely from
the grasses. Among birds, the numerous spe-
cies of the (rallinaceous, or Fowl tribe, may be
said to derive their food from the same source.
As regards the existence of animals, therefore,
the gramineous tribe of plants is more important
than perhaps any other; and could not be an-
nihilated, without the destruction of the present
order of living beings.

As further examples of animal species indige-
nous to temperate climates, may be mentioned
the Canine species and those allied to it, most
of which are more or less carnivorous; also the
Hog; and a variety of other animals that need
not be here enumerated. The Hog tribe, as is
well known, are omnivorous; but in their natural
state, they feed principally on the seeds and
roots of plants. Among birds peculiar to tem-
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