
DISTRIBUTION 01' ANIMALS. 401

tion confined to the higher classes of animals.

The wonderful powers of flight possessed by

many insects, enable them to travel over an

immense extent of country. The Locust and

the Ant tribe are familiar examples. These

insects occasionally migrate ill countless swarms

from the lands to which they are indigenous,

and lay waste others far remote.

Equally remarkable is that habit of animals

termed flybeinatwn. Like the plants of tem

perate
climates some animals have the faculty

of passing the colder season of the year in a

state of sleep. The Hedgehog and the Dor

mouse may be mentioned as examples of quad

rupeds possessing this faculty. Additional in

stances might be given in all the classes of

animals. Nearly allied to Hybernation, is that

remarkable instinct which guides many of the

inferior animals to deposit their eggs in the

earth, or in some other place of safety; that they

may he preserved during the season of dimi

nished temperature. This instinct is particu

larly observable in insects whose lives are ephe

meral, or are, at the utmost, prolonged for a

summer.

There is yet another circumstance that re

mains to be noticed, as being connected with

the adaptation of animals to the climates in

which they live; namely, the Clothing or cover

ing with which animals have been supplied by
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