
406 METEOROLOGY.

SECTION 111.

Of the present Position andfuture Prospects

of Man.

THE consideration of the faculties of man, and

of his position in the world he inhabits, belongs,

in all its details, to another department. We

advert to these subjects here, with the view only

of completing our sketch of the physical re

lations of animated beings. The observations

we have to offer will be comprised under two

heads:-as to the means, by which man has

acquired and maintains the ascendency he en

joys:-as to the conclusions to be drawn, from

man's elevated position, and from his superior

intellectual character.

With regard to the means by which man has

acquired and maintains his .ascendency, it may

be observed, that these means are quite peculiar;

and far from being such, as at first, perhaps, we

might deem conducive to such an object: though

when once known and understood, the beautiful

design and harmony they evince, immediately

become apparent.

The supremacy of man has not been the re

suit of his own personal strength; nor is it so

upheld. On the contrary, many animals are
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