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Man has been observed to differ more from

other animals in the form of his lower jaw, than

in the form of any other bone of his body. This

difference consists chiefly in the prominence of

the chin; that peculiar characteristic of the hu

man countenance, which distinguishes more or

less every race of mankind, and is found in no

other animal whatever. There is likewise a

striking difference, among the various tribes of

animals, in the mode of articulation of the lower

jaw; which in all cases is singularly adapted to

the nature of the food of the animal. Thus, in

the carnivorous tribes, the articulation is so ar

ranged that the jaw can move only up and

down; and is almost entirely incapable of that

lateral movement, which is essential to genuine

mastication. Hence such animals cut and tear

their food, and swallow it in large pieces. But

those animals that live on vegetables, in addition

to the vertical motion of their lower jaw, have the

power of moving it backwards and forwards, or

to either side, so as to produce a grinding effect,

admirably fitted for triturating the vegetable

matters on which they subsist.

The teeth next claim our attention, as being

not less suited to the habits of the animal, than

the form of the jaw in which they are set.

Teeth are divided by naturalists into three

orders:-The incisores, or cutting teeth, placed

in the front part of the mouth; the Cuspidati,
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