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truly extraordinary. The description of the

arrangement of the enamel, as well indeed as

a minute account of the teeth themselves, be

long, however, to the physiologist, on whose

province we shall not further intrude. But it is

impossible to take even the most superficial

view of the teeth of animals, without being

struck with the admirable design and fitness

they display, throughout their whole fabrication.

The next auxiliary appendages of the mouth

are the glands that secrete the saliva; in which

we observe the same beautiful arrangement as in

the form and structure of the teeth. In man,

though the apparatus for the secretion of the

saliva, is by no means of large size; yet the

quantity of fluid which the salivary glands are

capable of secreting, and do secrete during mas

tication, is very considerable; often amounting,

it is said, to half a pint or more. This fluid, in

its perfectly healthy state, is neither acid nor

alkaline, or alkaline only in a slight degree; but

occasionally it assumes an acid character. Be

sides the great utility of the saliva in moistening

the food, we cannot doubt that it assists, and is

even necessary to the full completion of, the suc

ceeding digestive process. By a beautiful ar

rangement, animals which do not masticate

their food, as the carnivorous tribes, have very

small salivary glands; while in animals whose

food requires long mastication, as in ruminating
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