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PROCESS OF DIGESTION IN ANIMALS. 00

ordinary series of changes takes place within
the animal, and the alimentary matters are con-
verted into chyle. But one general charac-
teristic of organized beings is, that within certain
limits, and for a certain time, thecy possess the
power of varying their habits, and of accommo-
dating themselves to circumstances. Under
extraordinary circumstances, therefore, extra-
ordinary changes must, and do, take place. In
some instances, these changes out of the ordinary
course, are to an extent altogether astonishing ;
and such as defy our utmost calculation. The
assimilating organs appear even to decompose
principles which are still considered as ele-
mentary ; nay, to form azote or carbon; so that
it is impossible to define what, on an emergency,
these organs are capable of doing. But what is
thus done by these organs on an emergency,
will, usually, be found to constitute an exception
to what they do in ordinary; their ordinary
mode of action being always that which is most

simple, and which is thus to be considered as
the rule.

3. Of the Organizing and Vitalizing Powers
of the Stomach.—In this part of our investi-
gation, we meect the real difficulties we have to
overcome in explaining the operations of living
beings. The whole of the great and essential
changes which alimentary substances undergo,
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