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is wcrel a relative estimation ; we have n

t. e 1' a in s LIndani nor Proport 10 [1; we are so

itreJv norant of the real weight of the ma

enls, that the internal part of the globe may

be a soid pace, or composed of matter a

thousand times heavier than gold ; nor is t!icre

rtnv method to make fu rtherdiscoverics on this

subject ; and it is with the greatest difficulty

any rational conjecturescan be formed upon it.

\Ye must therefore confine ourselves to a

correct examination aad (lCSCrptIoL1 of the

surface ofthe earth, and to those trifling depths

111k) which we have been enabled to penetrate.

The first object which 13e11S itself is the

immense quantity of water vv iiiCII C:VCFS the

greatest part of the globe ; this ater always

occupies the lowest ground, its surfitce always

level, and constantly tending to equilibrium

and rest; nevertheless, it is kept in perpetual

agitation by a powerful agent, which opposing

its natural tranquuiity impresses it with a. re,

gular pen.' ;d ical niotion alternately raiing a n, cl

depressing its waves, producing a vibration in

the total mass, by disturbing tIIC whole body
rr

to the greatest depths. I flIS motion we know

has custed from the commencement of time,

and
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