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against the east coast of Africa, and the At-
lantic in like manner against all the castern
coasts of America; therefore the sea musi
have always and still continues to gain land
on the east and lose it on the west ; and this
alone is sufficient to prove the possibility of
ilie change of earth into the sea, and sca into
land. If, in fact, such are the effects of the
sca’s motion from east to west, may we not
very rteasonably suppose that Asia and the
castern continent is the oldest country in the
world, and that Europe and part of Africa,
especially the western coasts of these conti-
nents, as Great Britain, France, Spain, Muari-
tania, &c. are of a morc modern date? Both
history and naturc agree in confirming this
conjecture,

'There are, however, many other causcs
which concur with the continual motion of
the sca from east to west, in producing these
effects.

In many places there are lands lower than
the level of the sea, and which are only de-
fended from it by an isthmus of rocks, or by
banks and dykes of still weaker materials ;
these barriers must graduaally be destroyed by
the constant aclion of the sea, when the lands

will
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