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third, and so on, until the heavy mass of bitu

men, sulphur, cinders, melted metal, and huge

stones, appear like massive clouds, and al..

though they succeed each other nearly in tho,

same directions, yet they greatly change that

of the first, and drive it far beyond what it

would have reached of itself.

In answer to this objection, it may be fur

tiler observed, that the sun having been struck

by the comet., received a degree of motion by

the impulse, which displaced it from its former

situation, and that although this motion ofthe

sun, is at present too little sensible for the no

tice of astronomers, nevertheless, it may still

exist, and the sun desciibe a curve round the

centre of gravity of the whole system; and if

this is so, as .1 presume it is, we see perfectly

that the planets, instead of returning lie ai the

sun at each revolution, will, on the contrary,

have described orbits the points of the peri

liehon of which will be as far distant fro:u the

sun, as it is itself from the place it originally

occupied.

It may also be said, that if this acceleration

of motion is made in the same direction, no

change in the perihelion will be produced :

but, can it be thought that in a torrent, the

particles
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