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raised two leagues more than they ought to
be, according to my theory; this height an

swers exactly to the greatest inequalities on

the surface ofthe globe, produced by the mo

tion of the sea, and the action of the fluids. I

will be more explicit; it appears, that when

the earth was formed, it must necessarily have

taken,by virtue of the mutual attraction of its

parts, and the action of the centrifugal force,

a spheroidical figure, the axes of which differ

a 230th part: he original earth must have

had this figure, which it took when it was fluid,

or rather liquefied by the fire; but after its

formation the vapours which were. extended

and rarefied, as in the atmosphere and tail of

a comet, became condensed, and fell on the sur

face in form of air and water; and when these

waters became agitated by the flux and reflux,

the matters were, by degrees, carried from the

poles towards the equatorial parts; so that the

poles were lowered about a league, and those

of the equator raised in the same proportion;

this was not suddenly done, but by degrees in

succession oftime; the earth being also expos

ed to the action ofthe winds, air, and sun; all

these irregular causes concurred with the flux

and reflux to furrow its surface, hollow it into

valleys
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