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in which they were first placeil, we must dig
near the poles, where the bed ofthe earth must

be thinner than in the Southern climates.

On flue whole, if we strictly examine the

measures by which they have determined the

configuration of the earth, we shall perceive
that this hypothesis enters into such determi

nation, for it supposes the earth to have the

figure of a regular curve; whereas from the

constant changes the earth is continually un

dergoing from a variety and combination of

causes, it is almost impossible that it should

have retained any regular figure; and hence

thepoles might., originally, only be flattened a

230th part, as Newton says, and as my theory

requires. Besides, although we had' exactly

the length of the degree at the polar circle

and equator, have we not also the length of

the degree as exactly in France? And the

measure of M. Picard has it not been verified?

Add to this that the augmentation and dimi

nution in the motion of the pendulum, do

not agree
"
with the result drawn from mea

surement, and that, on the contrary, they

differ very little from the theory of New

ton. This is surely more than is requisite

t convince us that the poles are not flat

tened more than a 230th part, and that if

there
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