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which presents itself, after having gone throug
his book * is, that this dissolution was made by
the waters of the great abyss. He asserts,

that the abyss where the water was included',

opened all at once at the command of God',

and dispersed over the surface an enorinou&

quantity of water necessary to cover the tops
of the highest mountains, and that God sus

pended the cause of cohesion., whence all solid

bodies were reduced into dust, &c. He did not

consider that by these suppositions he added

other miracles to that of the universal deluge,

or at least physical impossibilities,, which agree

neither with the letter of the holy writ, nor

with the mathematical principles of natural

philosophy. But as this author has the merit

of having collected many important observa

tions, and as he was better accquainted with the

materials of which the globe is. composed than

those 'who preceded him, his system, although

badly conceived,, and worse digested, has'

nevertheless dazzled 'many people, who, se

duced by the truth of some particular circuni-

stances, put confidence in his general

conclu-sionswe shall, therefore, give a short view

of

Au Essay towards the Natural History f the Earth, &e,

by John Woodward.
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