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To these observations, though partly inef

before him, which he has collected and proved,
he adds others less exact. He asserts, that all.

matters of different strata are placed one

on the other in the order of their specific

gravity.
This general assertion is not true, for we

daily see rocks placed above clay, sand, coal,

and bitumen, and which certainly are specifi

cally heavier than either of these latter mate

rials. If, we really found throughout the

earth that the first strata was bitumen, then

chalk, then marl, clay, sand, stone, marble, and

at last metals, so that the composition of the

earth exactly followed the law of gravity, there

would be an appearance that they might have

been precipitated at the same time, which our

author asserts with confidence, in spite 'of the

evidence to the contrary; for, without being a

naturalist, we need only have our eye-sight to

'be convinced that heavy strata are often found

above lighter, and that consequently these sedi

ments were not precipitated all at one time, but

have been brought and deposited successively

by the water. As this is 'the foundation of his

system, and this is manifestly false, we shall follow

it no farther than to shew how far an erroneous

principle
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