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pany sent in 1739, to discover laind in thé
South seas, found ice in the latitude of 47 or
48 degrees, but tlus ice was not far from shore,
that being m sight, although they were unable
to land.  'T'his must have been separated from
the adjoining lands of the south pole, and it
may be conjectured that they follow the course
of some great rivers, which water tihls un-
known land, the same as the Oby, Jenisca,
and other great floods, which fall fo the
north seas, carry with them the 1ce, which,
during the greatest part of the year, stops up
the straits of Waigat, and renders the Tar.
tarian sca unsnavigable by this course ; whereas
beyond Nova Zembla, and nearer the poles,
wlhere there are few rivers, and but little land,
jce is not o frequently met with, and the sea
is more naviguble; so that if they would still
attempt the voyage to China and Japan by the
north seas, we should possibly, to keep clear
from the laud and ice, shape our courfe to the
pole, and seek the open seas, where certainly
‘there 1s but little or no ice; for it is known
that salt water can, without freezing, become
eolder than fresh water when frozen, and con-
sequently the excessive cold of the pole may
possibly: render the sea colder than the ice,

without the surface being frozen- so much the
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