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the different clays are thus produced. This

dust, sometimes of a brightish 'yellow, and

sometimes like silver, is nothing else but a very

pure sand somewhat perished, and almost re

duced to an elementary state. By time, par.

tides will be so far attenuated and divided,

that they will no longei' have power to reflect

the light, and acquire all the properties of clay.

This theory is conformable to what every'

day is seen; let us immediately wash sand upon

its being dug, and the water will be loaded with

a black ductile and fat earth, which is genuine

clay. In streets paved with freestone, the

dirt is always black and greasy, and when dried

appears to be an earth of the same nature as

clay. Let us wash the earth taken from a spot

where there are neither freestone nor flints,

and there will always precipitate a great quan

tity of vitrifiable sand.

But what perfectly proves that sand, and even

flint and glass, exist in clay, is, that the action

of fire, by uniting the parts, restores it to its.

original form. Clay, if heated to the degree

of calcination, will cover itselfwith a very hard

enamel; if it is not vitrified internally, it ne-i,

vertheless will have acquired a very great hard

ness, so as to resist the file; it will emit fire

under
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