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as the rest, as well as of the whole shells which

are sometimes found. We discover the species
as well in the whole shells as in the larger frag
ments. Some of these species are known at

Poictou, others belong to more remote coasts.

There are even fragments of madrepores, coral,

and other productions of the sea; all this mat

ter in the country is termed Fallun, and is found

wherever the ground is dug in that province

for the space of nine leagues square. The pea

sants do not dig above twenty feet deep, because

they think it would not repay them for their

trouble, but they are certainly, deeper. The

calculation of' the quantity is however taken

upon the supposition of only 18 feet and 2200

fathoms to the league. This mass of shells of

course exceeds the calculation, and possibly
contains double the quantity.

In physical points the smallest circum

stances, which most people do not think wor

thy of remarking, sometimes lead to conse

quences and afford great lights. M. de Reau

mer observed, that all these fragments of shells

lie horizontally, and hence he has concluded

that this infinity of fragments does not proceed

from the heap being formed at one time, or of

whole shells, for the uppermost, by their weight,

- would
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