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would have crushed the others, and of course

their failings would have given an
infinity of

different positions. They must, therefore, have

been brought there by the sea, either whole or

broken, and necessarily placed horizontal; and

although the extreme length of time was of

itself sufficient to break, and almost calcine

the greatest part, it could not change their

position.

"By this it appears, that they must have

been brought gradually, and, in fact, how was

it possible that the sea could convey at once

such an immense quantity of shells, and at the

same time preserve a position perfectly hori

zontal they must have collected in one spot,

and consequently this spot must have been the

bottom of a guiph or basin.

" All this proves, that although there must

remain upon the earth many vestiges of the uni

versal deluge, as recorded in scripture, the mass

of shells at Touraine was not produced by that

deluge; there is perhaps not so great a mass in

any part of the sea; but even had the deluge

forced them away, it would have been with an

impetuosity and violence that would not have

permitted
them to retain one uniform position.

They must have been brought and deposited

gently
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