
242 Bt7IFON'S
''

chambers, and within many niches cut in the

rocks to serve for beds: but what the most

surprised us was to find in this vault, on the

top of the mountain, muscie shells; and in some

'places they were in such great quantities, that

the whole rock appeared to be composed only

of sand and shells. Returning to Persia, we

perceived many of these shelly mountains along

the coast of the Caspian sea."

To these I could subjoin many other autho

rities which I suppress, not willing to tire those

who have no need of superabundant proofs, and

who are convinced by their sight, as I have

been, of the existence- of shells wherever we

chuse to seek for them.

In France, we not only find the shells of the

French coast, but also such as have never been

seen in those seas. Some philosophers assert,

that the quantity of these foreign petrified shells

is much greater than those of our climate;

but I think this opinion unfounded; for, in

dependent of the shell-fish which inhabit the

bottom of the sea, and are seldom brought up

by the fishermen, and which consequently may

be looked on as foreigners, although they exist,

in our seas, I see, by comparing the petri-.

fictions with the living analagous animals,

there
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