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From this it appears that the ancient porphyry
of Egypt differs only from that of Burgundy
in the degree of hardness, and the number of the
points of the cchini.

With respect to what the curious call green
porphyry, I rather suppose it to be a granite
than a porphyry; it is not composed of spots
like the red porphyry, and its substance appears
to be similar to that of a common granite. In
Tuscany, in the stone with which the ancient
walls of Volatera were built, there are a great
quantity of shells, and this wall was built 2500
years ago. Most marbles, porphyries, and
other stones of the most ancient buildings, con-
tain shells and other wrecks of marine pro-
ductions, as well as the marble we at present
take from the quarry; therefore it cannot be
doubted, independent even of the sacred tes-
timony of holy writ, that before the deluge the
earth was composed of the same materials at 1t
is at present.

From all these facts it is plain that petrified
shells are found in Europe, Asia, Africa, and
in every place where the observations have been
made ; they are also found in America, in the
Brasils; for example, in. Tucumama, in Terra

Magelhmca, and in such a great quantity in the
Antilles,
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