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certain rule, that the depth there is always pro

portionate to the height of that shore. It is the

same in great rivers, where the high shores

always announce a great depth.

It is more easy to measure the heights of

mountains, whether by means of practical geo

metry, or by the barometer. This instrument

gives the height of a mountain very exactly,

especially in a country where its variation is not

considerable, as at Peru, and under the other

parts of the equator. By one or other of these

methods, the height of most eminences has

been measured; for example, it has been found

that the highest mountains of Switzerland are

about i6oo fathoms higher than Canigau,

which is one of the most elevated of the Pyren

flees; those mountains appear to be the highest

in Europe, since a great quantity of rivers flow

from them, which carry their water into very

remote and different seas, as the Po, which flows

into the Adriatic; the Rhine, which loses itself

in the sands in Holland; the Rhone, which falls

into the Mediterranean; and the Danube,wbich

goes to the Black Sea. These four rivers, whose

mouths are so remote from each other, all de

rive a part of their waters from Mount Saint

Godard and the neighbouring mountain, which
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