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proves that this place is the highest in all Eu..

rope. The highest mountains in Asia are Mount

Taurus, Mount Imaus, Caucasus, and the

mountains of Japan, all which are loftier than

those of, Europe; the mountains in Africa, as

the Great Atlas, and the mountains of the

Moon, are at least as high as those in Asia, and

the highest of all are in South America, parti

cularly those ofPeru, which are more than 3000

fathoms above the level of the sea. In general

the mountains between the tropics. are loftier

than those of the temperate zones, and these

more than the frigid tones, so that the nearer

we approach the equator, the greater are the in

equalities of the earth. These inequalities, al

though very considerable with respect to us,

are scarcely any thing when considered with

respect to the whole globe. Three thousand fa

thom difference to 3000 leagues diameter, is but

one fathom to a league, or one foot to 2200

feet, which on a globe of 24 feet diameter, does

not make the 16th part of aFrench line. Thus

the earth, which appears to us crossed and in

tersected by the enormous height of mountains,

and by a frightful depth of sea, is nevertheless,

relative to its size, but slightly furrowed with

irregularities, so very trifling, that they can

cause
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