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Cuba, St. Domingo, and the peninsula of Ma

laya, &c. and also Italy, which is traversed

through its whole length by the Apennine

mountains.
-

Mountains, as we find, differ, greatly in

heigh,t;. the hills are lowest, after them come

the mountains of a moderate height, which are

followed by a third rank still higher, which, like

the preceding, are generally loaded with trees

and plants, but which furnish no springs except

at their bottoms. In the highest mountains we

find only sand, stones, flints, and rocks, whose

summits often rise above the clouds. Exactly

at the foot of these rocks there are small spaces,

plains, hollows, and kinds of values, where the

rain, snow, and ice remain, and form ponds, mo

rasses, and springs, from whence rivers derive

their origin.

The form of mountains is also very different:

some form chains whose height is nearly equal

in a long extent of soil, others are divided

by deep values; some are regular, and others

as irregular as possible; and sometimes in the

middle of a valley or plain, we find a little

mountain. There are also two sorts of plains,

the one in the low- lands, the other in moun

tains. The first are generally divided by some

large
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