
274 BUFFON'S

In Europe, the Pyrennees, the Alps, and

mountains o Greece, which are only the same

chain, are still less distant from the equator

than the poles.

Now these mountains which we have enu

merated,. are all higher, more considerable and

extended in length and breadth than the moun

tains of the northern countries.

With respect to their direction, the Alps

form a chain which crosses the whole continent

from Spain to China. These mountains be

gin at the sea coast of Galicia, reach to the

Pyrennees, cross France, by Vivares, and Au

vergne, pass through Italy and extend into

Germany, beyond Dalmatia, as far as Mace

donia; from thence they join with the moun

tains of Armenia, Caucasus, Taurus, Imaus,

and extend as far as the Tartarian sea. So

likewise Mount Atlas traverses the whole con

tinent of Africa, from west to east, from the

kingdom of Fez to the Straits of the Red Sea;

and the mountains of the Moon have the same

direction.

But in America, the direction is quite con

trary, and the chains of the Cordeliers and

other mountains extend from south to north

more than from east to west.
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