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it, by connecting it with suitable facts, and

would have given a more probable theory ofthe

earth; whereas in his treatise he presents'. only

the skeleton of an hypothetical system, most of

the conclusions of which are false or precarious.

The theory we have given turns on four prin

cipal facts, which cannot be doubted, after the

proofs have been examined on which they are

founded. The first is, that the earth is every

where, and to considerable depths, composed of

parallel strata, and matters which have formerly

been in a state of softness: the second, that the

sea has for ages covered the earth which we

now inhabit; the third, that the tides and other

motions of the waters produce inequalities at

the bottom of the sea; and the fourth, that the

mountains have taken their form and the corre

spondent direction from the currents of the sea.

After having read the proofs which the fob

lowing articles contain, it may be determined

whether I was wrong to " assert, that these cir

cumstances solidly established also ascertains the

truth of the theory of the earth. What I have

said on the formation of mountains has no need

of a more ample explanation; but as it might

be objected that I do not assign, a reason for

the formation of the peaks or points of moün

tains,
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