
N4TtJRAL 1usroRy.
289

ARTICLE X.

OF RIVERS.

AVE
have before said that, generally

speaking, the greatest mountains are

in islands and in the projections in the sea.

That in the old continent the greatest chains of

mountains are directed from west to east, and

that those which incline towards the north or

south re only branches of these principal

chains; we shall likewise find that the greatest

rivers are directed. as the greatest mountains,

and that there are but few which follow the

course of the branches ofthose mountains. To

be assured of this, we have only to look on a

common globe, and trace the old continent from

Spain to China. We shall find, by beginning

at Spain, that the Vigo, Douro, Tagos, and

Guadiana run from east to west, and the Ebro

from West to east, arid that there is not one re

markable river whose course is directed from

South to north, o± from north to south, although

Spain is entirely surrounded by th sea on the
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