
NATURAL HISTORY. 323

very large cataract, which falls from the top of

a mountain; but the most famous is that of

Niagara, in Canada, that falls from a perpen
dicular height of i6 feet, like a prodigious tor

rent, and is more than a quarter ofa mile broad:

the fog, or mist, which the water makes in

falling, is perceived at five miles distance, and

rises as high as the clouds, forming a very

beautiful rainbow when the sun shines thereon.

Below this cataract there are such terrible

whirlpools, that nothing can be navigated

thereon for six miles distance, and above the ca

taract the river is much narrower than it is in

the upper lands. The description given of it

by Father Charlevoix is as follows:

"
My first care, when I arrived, was to visit

the most beautiful cascade that is, perhaps, in

nature; but I ithmediately discovered that Ba.

ron la Hontain was deceived o greatly, both

in its height and figure, that one might rea

sonably imagine he had never seen it.

" It is true, that if we measure its height by

the three mountains you are obliged to ascend

in going to it, there is not much abatement to

be made of the 6oo feet, which the map of M.
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See Phil. Trans. Abr. vol. vi, part ii page 119.
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