
NATURAL HISTORY.

have given the history, may be reduced to a

small flutfll)er of families, or principal stins,

from which it is not impossible all the oLliers

have derived their origin.

To place this reduction in a regular method,

we shall observe that all the animals ofthe two

continents, as well as all those peruliar to the

Old WTorld, may be reduced to fifteen genera,

and nine solitary species. These genera are,

first, the whole hoofed genus, properly so

called, which includes the horse, the zebra,

and the ass, with all the prolific and barren

mules. 2. The large cloven.-hoofed with hol-

low horns, as the ox and the buffalo, with.
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their varieties. o. The snmll cloven-hoofed

animals with hollow horns, such as the Sheep,

the goat, the gazelle, the antelope, and every,

otherspecies which participatesoIt!ieirnattire.

4. The cloven-hoofed with solid horns, which

are shed and renewc(l every year ; this family

contains the elk, the reindeer, the stag', the

fallow-deer, the axis, and the roe-buck. 5.

The ambiguous cloven-hoofed, which is C0fl1

posed of the WiLl boar, and all the varieties of

the hog, such as that ofSiam, with a hanging

belly, that of Guinea, with long ears, pointed

and turned backwards, and that of the Canary

islands with thick and long tusks, &c. 6
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