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animals of the New \Vorl(l were much smzdkr

than those of the Old. This great dim i i utort

in size, w liatever nay he the cause, is a

kii of degeneration, \dAICII could not be made

Without hiavptr a grca influence O!1 the figurc
of the animal, and we must not 1sc sihL of

this cIhect in comparing them ct her.

The largst is the tapir, Wi ic!i fl."';u"'On riot

bigger than the ass, can only be con pared

vitii the dc hiait rhinoceros, and lii ipopota

m us ; lie claims the first place for size in the

New (1onlinen{, as 'the elephant does In the

Old. Like the ill inocCrOS, his upper lip is

muscular and P1(Uccl inr arid, like the hip-

popotamus, lie often enters the water. in some

respects lie rcpre.cnts them aH three, and his

figure, 1111 kh partakes more oft he ass than of

any oilier animal, seems to be as degadd as

his stature is diluinklied. The iiorc, the ass,

the zebra, the elephant, the rhinoceros, and the

hippopotamus, had no existence -ill Al-ficrica

neither was there an animal in this New (on

tinen t -which conic1 lie compared with thcrn,

eid"her with rescct- to size or figure. rfl4e

P appears to have. some atinit.y to the wha1,

but lie is so mixed, and approachc so tic to

any one of them, that it. is not pos:I b Ic to at

tribute his origin to the degradation ofan iir-

tcar
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