
NATURAL HISTORY. 27

NATURE AND PROPERTIES OF MINE

RALS, VEGETABLES, &c.

LIGHT HEAT AND FIRE.

ALL the powers of Nature with which we

are acquainted, may be reduced to two pri

mitive forces; the one which causes weight,

and that which produces heat. The force of

impulsion is subordinate to them ; it depends

on the first for its particular, and on the latter

for its general effects. As impulsion cannot

-exercise itself but by the means of a spring,

and the spring only acts by virtue of the force

which approximates the remote parts, it is

clear, that to perform its power it has need of

the concurrence of attraction: for if matter

ceased to attract, if bodies lost their coherence,

every spring would be destroyed, every motion.

intercepted, and every impulsion void; since

motion cainot transmit itself from one body to

another but by elasticity, it is demonstrable,

that one body absolutely hard and inflexible,

would
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