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almost infinite: ad it would be perfectly so

if the contact were imnicdi4te, and, consc

quen-tiy, the distance between the two bodies

void ; but 1 iere is otliing ii nature entirely

iii!, and nothing truly infinite; and all that 'l

have observed f the iifinite minatcncss.ofthc

4tom.s wjiicii ooistitute light, of their pciftct

aid of the nil.distance in the moment

of contact, iui.st be understoodoniy reI4ively

If this mtapbysical trulli weredoibted, a phy

sicaldernonstration may be given, It is pretty

generally known that light employs seven mi

nutes and a baU' to come from the sun to the

earth; sujposing, therefore, the sun at tbiry

six millions of miles, Iilitdar;ts through this

enormous -distance in that short space, that is

(supposing its motion uniform), O,OOO miles

in one second. But this velocity, although

prodigious, is yd-, far from being it finite, since

it is determinable by numbers. It will eei

cease to appear so prodigious, when we reflect

on the celerity of the motion of the comets to

their pcri.helia., or even that of ft.e planets, ajid

by cornp.uting that., we shall nd that the ve

locity of those Lflrfl.O$C wsses ay pretty

nearly be c ipared to lMt f the atom of

light.

So, likewie9 as all zat.tcy ai e coverted

into
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