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ceasing. to emanate, externally, musts likean

element,. enter into the combination of all the.

other elements. If the sun is the parent of

Nature, the heat of the earth must be the.

mother; they both. unite to produce, support,

and animate organized beings, and to assimilate

and.ëonpose inanimate substances. This in

terniJ heat of the globe, which tends always

from the centre to the. circumference, is, in.

my opinion, a great agent in nature. We.,

can scarcely doubt but.it is the principal in.

flucnce" on the perpendicularity of the trunks

of trees, on the phenomena of electricity, on

the effects of magnetism, &c. But as I do

xotpretend-to make a.pliysical treatise, here., I.

shall. confine-myself to the effects of this heat:

on, the other elements. It. is alone sufficient

t maintain the rarefaction of the air, to the

degree.-that, we breathe in: it is more than

¬fi3/4cient t keep water in its state of fluidity,

fçr we have. lowered the thermometers to the

depth of. 120 fathoms, and. have found the

temperature of the water, was there nearly the

same as at the like depth in the earth,

naniely, ten degrees two thirds. We must. not,

therefore, be surprizeci, especially as salt acts

a a prevention, that the sea, in general does

nQt freeze, that fresh. water freezes. bt. to a

certain
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