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only one law of affinity, a law 'which is

cisely the same as that of universal attraction.

Salts concur in many operations of Nature

by the power they have of dissolving oilier sub.

stances ; for, although it is commonly said,

that water dissolves sail, it is easy to be per,

ceived, that in reality, when there is a dissotu

tion, both are active, and may be alike called

dissolvents. Rcgardingsalt as only a dissol

vent, the body to be dissolved may be either

liquid or solid; and, provided the parts ofth

salt be sufficiently divided to touch imincdiate

ly those of the other substances, they will act

and prodnec all the effects of dissolution. By

this we see how much the action ofsalts, and

the action of the elcmcnt of water which con

tains them, must have influence on time com

position of mineral matters. Nature may

produce by this mode, all that our arts

produce by that of fire. Time only is requir

ed for salts and water to produce on the most

compact and hard substances, the most com.

plete division and attenuation of their parts,

so as to render them capable of uniting with

all analagous substan ces, and to separate froth

all others; but this time, 'which to Nature i

never wanti;g, is, ofall things, that which is

the most deficient to us: the greatest ofall on r

arts, therefore, is that of abridging time, that
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