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and cutting angles, so that they could not

adjust themselves, nor heap one on the other'

as easily as those of plalina. The gold pow

der J had before made use of was such as is

found in river sand, whOse grains adjust them

selves much better one against the other, and

1 fount! a about a. tenth difference between the

specific weight of those and platina; neverthe

less, those are not pure gold, more than two or

three carats being often wanting, which must

diuiinisli the specific weight in the same rela

tion. Thus we have thought we might main

tain, from the result of my experiments, that

platina in grains, and such as Nature produces

it, is, at least, an eleventh, or twelfth, lighter

than gold. There is every reason to presume

that the error on the density of platina, pro

ceeded from is not having been wei,ghcd in its

natural state, but only after it had been re

duced into a mass ; and as this fusion cannot

be made but by the addition of other matters,

and a very fierce fire, it is no longer pure pla.

tina, but a composition in which fusing mat

ters are entered, and from which fire has taken

the lightest parts.

Plt.ina, therefore,instead ofbeing ofa density

almost equal to that of pure gold, as has been

ascrted, is only a density between tliatufgold

and
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