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is, that the alloy from this proportion is still

of the gold colour, and much yellower than

the highest coloured platina, and that iron,

or gold is requisite for the alloy to be pre

cisely of the natural colour of platina. I U11

therefore, greatly inclined to think that there

might pos.ihly be this quantity of iron itt

\'Ve were assured by many cxpei"i

nients, that the sand of this pure iron which

contained platina, is heavier than the filings

of common iron. Thus, this cause, added to

the effect of penetration, is sufficient for the

reason of this great quaniy of iron contained

under the small volume indicated by the spe

ciiic weight ofplatina.

On the whole, it is very possible that I may

be deceived in some of the consequences which

I have drawn from my observations on this

metallic substance: for I have not been able

to make so profound an examination as I

could w ish ; and what I say is only what I

have observed, which may perhaps serve as

a stimulus to other and better researches.

Chance led me t' tell my ideas to Contc de

Mill),, wh leclare(i iiinse1f nearly of my opi

mon. I gave hin; the preceding remarks to

thq)CCt, and two d:ys afler he favoured me
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