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and there arising a litIe effirvescence, I added

distilled water hereon. The platina lost two

grains, and I remarked some small holes, like

those which its eying off might occasion.

"There then remained only 22 grains of

lead in the platina. I began to form a hope of

vitrifying this remaining portion of lead, for

which purpose I put the same piece of platina

into a new cupel, and by the care I took for

the admission of air, and other precautions,
the activity of the fire was so greatly- aug

mented that it required a supply every eleven

minutes; to this degree of heat we kept for

four hours, and then permitted it to coot

11 I perceived the next morning that the

leaden crucible had resisted, and that the sup

porters were only glazed by the cinders. I

found a piece in the cL!pe, lAOt actheing, of

a uniform colour, approaching more the colour

of tin than any other metal, but only a little

ragged. Itw'eighcd exactly one draclim. All,

therefore, announced that this phtiina had en

(lured an absolute fusion, and that it was per

fectly pure, for if we suppose it still contained

lead, we must then admit that it had lost cx

acUy as much of its substance as it had gained

of foreign nit.ter ; and such a precision can

hot he the e1c1 of pure cliancc.
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