http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

196G BUFFON'S

possible to atiribute this effect to the smooth-
ness of the bar, or to any other cause foreign
to magnetism. A picce of smooth iron, ap-
plicd in the same manner on the parts of this
plaiina did not raise up a single grain.
¢ By these experiments, and the observa-
tionswhich havearisen therefrom e may judge
of the difficulty of determining the nature of
platina. Itisvery certain thatit contains some
parts which arc vitrifiable even witheut the ad-
dition of a fieree fire; it isalso certain that all
platina cenfains ironand attractable parts ; but
if the Prussian alkali never affords bluebut with
the grains which the loadstonc aftracts, we
should conclude, that those which resist itare
pure platina, which of iiself has no magnetical
virtue, and of which iron does not make an
essential part.  'We must snppose that a suffi-
cient fusion, or perfect cupellaiion, might de-
cide the question; at Ieast, these operattons
appear to have, in fact, deprived it of every
magnetic virtue, by separating it from alt
forcign bodies; but the Yast observation proves,
in an incontrovertible manner, that this mag-
netic property was, in reality, only weaken-
ed, and perhaps masked or huried, since it ve-
appeared when it was eround.”
I'rom these experiments of M. de Morvean
there yesults, 1. That we may expect to meet
platina.
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